Abstract. In this talk we will give an overview of the different kinds of communication disorders. We will concentrate on communication disorders related to language and speech (i.e., not look at disorders like blindness or deafness). Speech and language disorders can range from simple sound substitution to the inability to understand or use language. Thus, a disorder may affect one or several linguistic levels: A patient with an articulation disorder cannot correctly produce speech sounds (phonemes) because of imprecise placement, timing, pressure, speed, or flow of movement of the lips, tongue, or throat. His speech may be acoustically unintelligible, yet the syntactic, semantic, and pragmatic level are not affected. With other pathologies, e.g. Wernicke-aphasia, the acoustics of the speech signal might be intelligible, yet the patient is -due to mixup of words (semantic paraphasia) or sounds (phonematic paraphasia) -unintelligible.
